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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Officer, DCI

SUBJECT: Propessd Amendment of Executive Order 10501

1. I feel there are two basic poiats to consider in comnection
with the proposed amendments to Executive Order 10501, The first
point is that the proposal appears to Arise out of & real problem. The
present Executive Order requires a determination that access to
classified defense information be in the interest of '‘premoting the
national defense.” The Department of State believes it important
to have certain types of research involving classified information
performed under circumstances which by any erderly interpretation
are not consistent with that wording. This Agency too may have a
problem in this regard in that it might be questionable to determine
that the book Whitaey Shepardson is proposing te writs on OSS will
“promote the national defense, ' and this might raise & question as to
his access to material still classified. I do not believe we should
argue with State that a change is desirable so long as the change does
not substantially impair our security iaterests.

2. This brings up the second poiat which is that in our opinion
the changed wording in no way lessens the Director's contrel over
classified material of the Ageacy. It is his determination and his alone
whether access to such information is (a) in the national interast,

(b) inconsistent with the national defense, and (c) whether the persons
involved are trustworthy. While these determinations cover a broader
scope than the determinations that access will "promete the national
defense’ and that the persoas involved are trustworthy, it seems that
the effoct of the determinations is no less definitive. I do not believe,
therefore, that we could validly object to the change on the grounds
that it weakens our security control.
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3. There are a few collatera] peiats. It may well be that this
change or any change in Executive Qpgar 10501 will premote inquiries .
and requests for information. This giges net in iteelf scem to be & <
valid basis for objecting to the change. The main ob ections by ﬁr
departments and agencies to thy '
to broad and differing interpr
ble heads of departments and age , may interpret the 1§
improperly. 1 de not believe re Biifhould be writgdh on the o
basis of such assumptions. The interested depagtmaents and agencies
are fairly evealy divided with the Department of Defense the strom
opposer, which would be comsistent with its position before the Mess
Committees. Interestingly enough, at the opposite end is the very
security conscious Atomic Encrgy Commission. Lastly, I de not
believe we should get invelved on the quastion of whether Princeton
or any other institution should become a repository of microfilm
copies of Department of Stats’s papers which it wanis to make auihh__h
through such facilities. , —
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LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
General Counsel

Att-File on subject

cc: Director of Security )

Asst to DCJ (Col. Grogan) )
.OGC chrono-no circ w/o att

w/subject w/o att - Security 3
OGC:LRH:jeb

w/o att

Note copies for Security and Col. Grogan never disgatched. ;
Destroyed 1/13/59 and only file copies for OGC retained.

JEBoley 1/13/59

Approved For Release 2004/05/12 : CIA-RDP62-00631R000400050002-2




